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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

160919Z 055255 /23-12 

O 160825Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5269 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMCONSUL IERUSALEM 

SECRET TEL AVIV 1866 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: IS, LE, SY, PFOR 

REF: TEL AVIV 1665 

1 . DATT MET WITH MG SHLOMO GAZIT, DIRECTOR OF MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE, AND OTHER INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS ON MARCH 15. 

IN RESPONSE TO HIS QUERY, THEY REITERATED (REFTEL) THAT 
SYRIAN FORCES WERE LOCATED AT AR RAYHAN, SOME FOUR KILO- 
METERS NORTH OF AYSHIYAH. HOWEVER, THEY CALLED ATTENTION 
TO "UNCONFIRMED" REPORTS (SOME OF WHICH WE HAVE SEEN IN 
THE PRESS) THAT REGULAR SYRIAN FORCES UNDER VARIOUS DIS- 
GUISES WERE MUCH DEEPER INTO SOUTHERN LEBANON. GAZIT 
AND HIS STAFF STATED THAT IT WOULD BE A DIFFICULT PROBLEM 
TO VERIFY SUCH REPORTS AND EVEN MORE OF A PROBLEM FOR THE 
ISRAELIS TO DETERMINE HOW TO RESPOND TO THEM IF THEY 
PROVED TRUE. 

2. COMMENT: THAT THE ISRAELI MILITARY INTELLIGENCE 
STAFF IS STANDING BY ITS POSITION THAT REGULAR SYRIAN 
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FORCES CAN ONLY BE IDENTIFIED IN A VILLAGE TWO AND 
A HALF MILES NORTH OF AYSHIYAH IS OF CONSIDERABLE 
INTEREST, GIVEN EVRON’S CATEGORICAL STATEMENT TO US 
THAT THESE FORCES WERE STILL IN AYSHIYAH (REFTEL). 

THE CHARGE RAISED THIS APPARENT DISCREPANCY WITH EVRON 
AND GENERAL GUR ON MARCH 13. BOTH MENTIONED THAT THE 
INFORMATION EVRON HAD GIVEN US WAS CORRECT, SAYING 
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THEY HAD BEEN TOGETHER WHEN ALLON WAS BRIEFED ON THE 
SUBJECT. NOW WE NOTE THAT GENERAL GAZIT, AT LEAST. 

HAS REPEATED HIS EARLIER VIEW, WHICH LED TO THE 
CONFUSION. IF INDEED REGULAR SYRIAN FORCES MAS- 
QUERADING AS SAIQA OR WHATEVER HAVE PENETRATED DEEPER 
INTO SOUTHERN LEBANON THAN THE ISRAELIS WOULD LIKE WE 
MAY BE CLOSE TO ANOTHER CRISIS-AND-PRESSURE SITUATION. 
ANY FACTS AS TO THE POSITION OF THE REGULAR SYRIAN 
FORCES WHICH WE COULD PASS TO THE ISRAELIS MIGHT BE 
USEFUL IN HEADING OFF SUCH A SITUATION AND AVOIDING 
ANY MISUNDERSTANDING. 

DUNNIGAN 
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